Faversham, Sheerness, Sittingbourne and surrounding rural communities
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Keeping you informed about your council services
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Making Swale a better place

LEARNING TO
SWIM IN SWALE
Children signed up to lessons swim FREE
in all casual swimming sessions!*
*As part of swimming lessons, when signed up to a monthly direct debit agreement.

Swallows Leisure Centre
Central Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 4NT
Tel: 01795 420420
Sheppey Leisure Complex
Off the Broadway, Sheerness, Kent, ME12 1HH
Tel: 01795 668652

www.swaleleisure.com
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After the record
breaking temperatures
we saw over the
summer months, I
know many of us are
looking forward to the
cooler months that
autumn brings.

Although the leaves
are turning brown and the nights are drawing
in, there is still plenty to look forward to this
autumn. Our What’s On guide has a whole
host of exciting events for the whole family.
Just turn to pages 8 and 9 to find out what’s
coming up near you.
This November marks 100 years since
the end of World War One, and there are
numerous centenary commemoration events
across the borough helping to mark the
occasion. Page 10 has a list of projects where
you can find out more about how the war
affected Swale, as well as the remembrance
events taking place.

Do you have difficulty in understanding
this magazine? Do you need it in
Braille, large print or on audio CD? For
translations or interpretations contact
us on 01795 417850 or csc@swale.
gov.uk and we will do our best to help.
Cover photo: Corn fields taken from Colgates
Road, Oare, looking towards the Swale Estuary.
Inside Swale is written and designed by Swale
Borough Council’s Communications and
Marketing Team and distributed to almost
61,000 homes. For advertising or editorial,
please email: insideswale@swale.gov.uk
Swale Borough Council neither endorse nor accept
any liability for representations made by its advertisers.
The information in this publication is correct at the
time of going to print and every attempt is made to
ensure its accuracy.

The autumn months also mark Halloween and
Bonfire Night, and we have some useful tips
to help you and your family stay safe while
also having fun. Read all about it on page 24.
The days may be getting shorter, but it
doesn’t mean that the work is slowing down
for the regeneration of Sittingbourne. You
can find out what the next stage of the Spirit
of Sittingbourne project brings on pages
16 and 17.
On page 14 we continue our spotlight feature,
this time focusing on Sheerness Town Centre.
It highlights what Sheerness has to offer, and
how you can make the most of a town that’s
on your doorstep.
Wrap up warm, and have a safe and
enjoyable autumn.

Swale Borough Council

@SwaleCouncil
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Are you ready to vote?
With the elections in May quickly approaching, there has
never been a better time to make sure you are registered
to vote.
If you provided an email address when you
registered to vote, or completed other
electoral forms, you should have received
an email asking you to confirm your details
are correct. This just helps us to keep the
electoral register up-to-date using a secure
online system.
It does not ask for other sensitive information
such as bank, passport, or driving licence
details, so be wary of any sites asking for this
information.
If you haven’t provided an email address, or
you didn’t reply to the email, don’t worry! You
will be contacted by post in the usual way
later in the year.
For more information, visit
www.swale.gov.uk/all-about-voting

Use your phone for a quick, easy and
secure way to pay
Looking for an easy way to pay? You can now pay your Council bills and penalty
notices by using our automated telephone payment line.
Our customer service centre is unable to take payments over the phone, but using
the payment line is a secure way to pay 24
4 hours a day, seven days a week. The
0330 number is a local call rate and will replace
place the 01795 417766 payment line.
The local charge number allows you to payy by card for:
• Business Rates
• Council Tax
• Penalty Charge Notice (parking fine))
• Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN for littering)
ng)
• Garden Waste Renewal
• Council Invoice

All you need to do is call 0330 088 1702
702 to
pay by credit or debit card.
If there is a payment that you can’t make by the
automated telephone payment line, you willll be
able to pay it online through www.swale.gov.uk
gov.uk
4 | Inside Swale | Autumn 2018
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It’s not easy being green
Oare Gunpowder Works Country Park has
held on to its prestigious Green Flag Award
yet again!
The award recognises the park, which can
be found just outside Faversham, as one of
the best in the world.
Oare was once one of the main gunpowder
factories in the south east, and the
country park is now one of the best places
to discover the history of gunpowder
manufacturing in a tranquil woodland setting.
The park has a rich variety of habitats
including woodland, wetlands and open
glades, meaning that the site is a wonderful
place to discover wildlife. Birds, bats,
amphibians, and much more call this place
home, and make the country park a perfect
walk or cycle ride.
The park’s success is mostly thanks to the
efforts of local residents who give up their
free time to help maintain and improve the
country park. You can get involved with
the Friends of Oare Gunpowder Works,
or help them in their conservation work by
joining them on one of their activity days on
the second Sunday of the month at 10:30.
Or you can sign up to join by visiting their
website: www.gunpowderworks.co.uk

Swale Borough Council

@SwaleCouncil
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Play areas now even more fun
thanks to makeover!
We have been working hard to make sure that the play areas in Swale are not only kept
to the best standards, but also been making improvements so that they are even more
fun for your family.
The past year has seen a number of projects finalised, with even more expected
over the next 12 months. Some of the play areas
reas that have seen
improvement are:
Iwade Nature Park, Sittingbourne – completed
pleted
in autumn 2017, the park saw installation of
a new circular path including new footbridge
across the stream. New benches have also
been added as well as rubbing plaques and a
play trail.

Above, one of the rubbing plaques
and left a grasshopper on the play
trail at Iwade Nature Park.

Castle Site Play Area,
Queenborough – paid for by
Queenborough Town Council and
opened in Easter 2018, the play area
was extended to include an additional
basket swing and play unit, which added to the existing swings and roundabout on site.
Nursery Close Play Area, Sheerness – the
play area has been improved to include a new
play unit and fencing. The work was finalised
and the play area reopened in Easter 2018.
Milton Recreation Ground, Sittingbourne
– Milton Rec has seen a number of
improvements, all of which were completed by
summer 2018. A new Teen Area was set up,
Nursery Close Play Area.
which includes a five-a-side area, a cableway,
aeroskate and street workout area. The play area was then improved with a new
climbing net, seesaw, springer and spinner.
6 | Inside Swale | Autumn 2018
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The next year will see more improvements made
across the borough, including:
Windermere Play Area, Faversham – the play
area is set to be refurbished with a new play unit and
seesaw. The work is due to be completed in autumn 2018.
Minster Play Areas (New Road sports area, Noreen Avenue, The Glen,
Lovell Road) – the existing play areas are set to be improved and additional
equipment including swings, play unit, seesaws and springers are to be installed, with
work set to be finished by autumn 2018.
Swimming Pool Play Area, Faversham – Faversham will see the current equipment
replaced with a whole new play area installed and ready for Easter 2019.
Beachfields Sandpit Play
Area, Sheerness – by summer
2019 Beachfields will have new
play area equipment installed to
replace the old galleon ship.
Rectory Playing Field Play
Area, Sittingbourne – the
existing play area will have
additional play equipment
installed by summer 2019.

Faversham Recreation
Ground, Faversham –
Faversham Rec will see a
complete refurbishment of toddler
and junior play areas, which is
aimed to be finished by next
summer.
Minster Promenade, Minster
– by summer 2019 the outdoor
gym equipment will be fully
replaced.

Photo above, Beachfields Sandpit
Play Area, Sheerness and right
Minster Promenade.

Swale Borough Council

@SwaleCouncil
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What’s on in Swale
13 – 14 October
National Apple Festival at Brogdale

a tour of the town starting at Whitstable
road and finishing in Preston Street.
Carnival queens and marching bands from
around the county will take to Faversham
to set the procession off in style.
www.favershamcarnival.com

Sunday 28 October
Halloween at Belmont House and
Gardens

Find out everything there is to know about
apples at the National Apple Festival at
Brogdale. The fruit-filled weekend means
you can learn more about the huge
variety, take an orchard tour and fill a bag
full of your favourites to take home.
You can learn more with the free talks and
pick up a few tips in the cooking demos
that are running all weekend.
Enjoy the local food, browse and buy the
craft and discover every appley delight
there is to offer.
www.applefestivalkent.co.uk

Saturday 13 October
Faversham Carnival

Dare to be scared!
Join the spooky fun at Belmont House,
where children can get creative with
pumpkin carving and creepy craft
sessions. Brave parents can then join
them on a terrifying trail around Belmont’s
gardens.
£1 adults; £5 children (all craft materials
included)
www.belmont-house.org

Sunday 28 October
BWLR End of Season Gala
Make the most of a crisp autumn evening
and take part in Kent’s only illuminated
carnival!
Faversham’s annual town carnival will
see a brightly lit procession of floats take
8 | Inside Swale | Autumn 2018

Bring the family along to the end of
season gala day, where most of the
engines at Bredgar & Wormshill Light
Railway will be on display. Take a ride on
the locomotives or enjoy the grounds with
a track side walk and heritage attractions.

Feature
Hot food and a licenced bar will be on
hand to help you warm up throughout the
stunning display.
Free parking is available on site. £6 adults;
£2 children 6-12; under 6s go free!
www.doddingtonkent.btck.co.uk

Saturday 24 November
A day at the light railway includes
unlimited trips in the vintage style railway
carriages hauled by historic locomotives.
Also working on the site are the road and
agricultural traction engines and vintage
tractors.
Visitors can also warm up in the tea room
and railway shop, which will both be open
throughout the day.
www.bwlr.co.uk

Saturday 3 November
Doddington Firework Spectacular

Faversham Christmas Lights &
Night Food Market

Come with your family to not only see the
switch on of the Faversham Community
Christmas Lights, but also enjoy the
delights that are on offer at the fifth Night
Food Market.
The evening will start from 5pm with the
switch on of the beautiful Faversham
Christmas lights by Father Christmas and
Friends. The night market will then start
at 6pm with ample delicious local food
and drinks to choose from and plenty of
entertainment.

Wrap up and enjoy the annual Doddington
firework display with the whole family at
the Palace Farm.

Don’t forget to wrap up warm so you can
enjoy the festivities all evening – blankets
are recommended if you aren’t dancing
the night away!
www.favershamchristmaslights.org

All of these events, and many more things to do in Swale, can be found on the new
and improved Visit Swale website: www.visit-swale.co.uk
Visit Swale is a great place to advertise events and attractions, and can help you
reach thousands of people – locally and from further afield – for free. We also
publish as many listings as we can in Inside Swale.
You can contact us with your listings by emailing tourismsupport@swale.gov.uk
And don’t forget to follow us on social media:
@Visit_Swale
VisitSwale
Swale Borough Council
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WW1 Centenary Commemorations
Since 2014 we’ve been providing grants of up to £750 to support local organisations
delivering WW1 Centenary commemorative projects. This year we have awarded grants to
a number of projects to mark 100 years since the end of WW1. A number of the upcoming
events and projects include:
• Battle’s Over – A Nation’s Tribute on 11 November – 100 Years of Remembrance
www.brunopeek.co.uk
• Swale Remembers – 10,000 knitted poppies will be displayed at Sheppey Gateway
– led by Sheppey Matters and KCC libraries
• ‘Lest We Forget’ – WW1 Commemorative Concert – Swallows Leisure Centre,
Saturday 10 November
• Murston HeArt Poppy Project – in association with Swale in Bloom, community
made poppies representing over 2,000 of Swale’s fallen heroes from WW1 will be
exhibited in the grounds of Murston Old Church at a memorial event.
www.murstonheart.org/murston-heart-poppy-project
• All Swale Schools Commemoration Event – Remembrance and Peace themed
Poetry, Music and Dance Competition – The Oasis Academy, Isle of Sheppey,
Friday 9 November
• Faversham War Memorial Project – reopening of the memorial garden, with the
names of service personnel killed in both World Wars inscribed around it – Saturday
3 November
• WW1 Bunting Project – a Faversham Town Council community project is producing
a piece of bunting with the names of the fallen men from the town in WW1 – No. 12
Market Place throughout November 2018
Many heritage attractions have been at the forefront of much of the WW1 commemorative
activity on the Isle of Sheppey. A WW1 timeline can be seen at Blue Town Heritage Centre,
Rose Street Cottage of Curiosities and Minster Gatehouse Museum.
The Historical Research Group of Sittingbourne and local history groups have researched
the names on the war memorials across the borough. Stories of local men who fell in WW1
will be displayed in Heritage Hub and in The Forum Shopping Centre. www.hrgs.co.uk
The Mayor of Swale will attend a number of commemorative events including:
• The Annual Civic Journey of Commemoration to Ypres – The Mayor will
continue the commitment to honour the ‘Civic Twinning with Ypres’. The Mayor will
participate in the Poppy Parade and lay a wreath during the Armistice Day Service at
the Menin Gate at 11am.
• WW1 Centenary Memorial Stone – Civic Service to dedicate a stone marking the
centenary of WW1 – Sittingbourne War Memorial, 10.45am Sunday 28 October.
These are just a few of the events and projects taking place to mark Armistice Day this year,
more can be found on www.visit-swale.co.uk. If you are organising a commemorative
event that you would like included on Visit Swale, please contact:
tourismsupport@swale.gov.uk
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Faversham Rec to get £1.9 million makeover
Faversham Rec will be given a new lease of life after receiving a boost from National
Lottery funding to transform the park.
Along with the initial funding we secured a couple of years ago, and contributions from
property developers, this latest boost of £1.6 million from the Heritage Lottery Fund and
Big Lottery Fund has put the total to £1.9 million for the project.
The funding will go towards an ambitious, heritage-led regeneration that will restore many
of the park’s historic features, and improve the facilities.
The planned improvements and activities include:
• refurbishment of the former gardeners lodge and loggias
• restoration of the original wrought iron gates and boundary fence on Whitstable
Road and Park Road
• reinstatement of some areas of historical planting and paths
• re-imagining unique features such as the drinking fountain and mile stone
• refurbishment of the main changing pavilion and toilet block
• improvements to both the play area and skate park
• development of a catering kiosk
• creating an outdoor performance space
• establishing a Community Park Forum
• employing a park activities co-ordinator, park ranger and two horticultural apprentices
• recruiting volunteers and offering training opportunities
• a programme of events to bring the park alive
Cllr David Simmons, cabinet member for environment and rural affairs, said: “This is
fabulous news for the town, and will help us build on the 150 year history of The Rec to
make sure the park will be enjoyed by the local community for generations to come.
“Local people have been involved every step of the way, and thanks to their contributions,
a lot of hard work by the team here and the support of our partners, the park will be
given a new lease of life.”
We are looking to start initial work this autumn, including improvements to the
play areas, with remaining works getting underway in
spring 2019.

Swale Borough Council

@SwaleCouncil
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If you
concerned
trick 2018
or treat, please cut this out and stick on your front window or door.
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Face the fine
You may want to rethink dropping that crisp packet on the floor as you can now be
facing a fine of £150!
The £80 level had been in place since 2006, so after nearly a decade it was decided
that it was time for change. The maximum fixed penalty notice (FPN) has now been
increased to £150 after new regulations came into force earlier this year allowing
councils to increase the fines.
It’s not just dropping cigarette butts or packaging in the streets that could see you face
a charge. Our officers are keeping an eye out for ‘careful littering’ too. There has been
a steady rise in food and drink packaging getting left behind on benches or in parks
when eating or drinking on the go.
Cllr David Simmons, cabinet member for environment and rural affairs, said: “In the last
few years we’ve put in a lot of effort to increase the amount of litter enforcement with
extra patrols being
carried out. These are
making a difference, but
there is still a minority
who believe they can get
away with leaving a mess
for others to clear up.
“We hope that this increase acts as an appropriate
deterrent and that people decide to do the right
thing with their rubbish rather than litter it on our
streets.”
We of course want to discourage anyone from
dropping their rubbish while out and about, and ask
you all to make the most of the many litter bins around the
borough, or take it home with you.

Remember
just leaving
it behind,
can get you
a fine!
Swale Borough Council

@SwaleCouncil
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Spotlight on:

Sheerness Town Centre
The third in our series of features looking at what you can do in your high streets and
town centres shines a spotlight on Sheerness.
While Sheerness is a
traditional seaside town,
if you look at bit closer
you’ll find a wide range of
shops, with a good mix
of independents sitting
alongside national chains.
You have a great range on
offer, no matter what you are
looking for. Need to buy a
last minute gift? No problem.
If you’re a fan of fishing, you
can head into town to buy fishing tackle. You can even get a picture framed with ease.
That’s just a snapshot of what’s on offer in Sheerness town centre, friendly local
retailers are happy to help, and will make you feel at home. New eateries have recently
opened offering more choice, so why not pop into town, do some shopping and take a
well-earned break in one of the many cafes and coffee shops?
Just off the High Street is Rose Street Cottage of Curiosities – a wonderful potted
history experience with a range of arts and events workshops.
If you want to make a day of
it, bring the family and spend
some time at the beach! One
of Sheppey’s ‘Blue Flag’ award
winning bathing beaches is just a
stones-throw away.
Or head over to Blue Town where
you’ll find the Blue Town Heritage
Centre. The centre promotes
the history of Blue Town and the
surrounding area, and is home
to the Criterion Music Hall, which
hosts regular cinema presentations and Victorian Music Hall Shows.

And if you love a bargain, don’t forget to visit the market
in Sheerness:
Every Tuesday and Saturday throughout the year.
14 | Inside Swale | Autumn 2018
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New town
council for
Sheerness
Sheerness will be getting a new
town council. This comes after a
consultation earlier in the year which
showed support for a town council.
Following a second consultation,
the results were presented to a full
council meeting, and after a debate,
a vote was cast to set up a town
council. Once set up, the council will
be made up of nine councillors who
will be elected next May.
So, what goes in to setting up
a new town council? We have
been in discussions with the Kent
Association of Local Councils (KALC)
to help us progress the next steps.
The first thing we are looking at is
the precept for the town council’s
first year. A precept is an extra
charge to each property, which
is included in the council tax for
properties in the area.
A meeting is being arranged with key
stakeholders, officers and KALC to
look at what will need to be included
in the draft budget for the town
council’s first year. This will then be a
basis for consideration when setting
the precept.
KALC will also be providing further
support in setting up the new
town council including policies
and procedures and for induction
arrangements.
More information about the new
town council is available on www.
swale.gov.uk/sheerness-cgr
Swale
S
Sw
w
Borough Council
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Driving change in Sittingbo
Travelling through Sittingbourne is changing, as
works to realign the A2 come to an end.
The road has been moved as part of the Spirit
of Sittingbourne regeneration scheme, to
enable construction to begin on the new leisure
quarter.

New traffic signals at junction of St
Road, Milton Road and Dover Stree

Milt

on

Roa

d

Moving the carriageway releases the land under
the old road for construction to begin on the
new 8 screen ‘The Light’ cinema, alongside
a new Travelodge hotel, and units for big
name restaurants including Nandos and Pizza
Express.
The new layout provides easier access to the
town from the train station through the new
Bourne Place public square, a new, smaller
roundabout by the entrance to the station car
park, and new traffic signals to help manage
traffic flows through the town.

The Fountain
of Beer PH

Dover S

treet

To find out more, and keep up to date with the
development, visit:
www.spiritofsittingbourne.com

Statio

n Stre

et

The Light Cine
Complex
and Restaura
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New roundabout at
entrance to station
car park.

New taxi rank.

Taxis

Sittingbourne
Railway Station

Taxis
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Station
Car Park

Bourne Place

Langs Bar and
Cocktail Lounge

Travelodge
and Restaurants
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Road
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top

Car Park
The Forum
Shopping Centre

New bus
terminal area.

Entrance to car park at
The Forum.
Swale Borough Council
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Clearing things up…
There can sometimes be a little confusion when it comes to the rules around bin
collections, so we’re here to help make things a bit clearer… and cleaner too!

Blue bins – recycling
You can include:
• glass bottles/jars
• paper/cardboard products
• plastic bottles/jars
• metal lid/jam jar lids
• food and drink cartons and containers
• aluminium foil and foil trays
• empty aerosol cans
• food tins/cans
We won’t take:
• Brita filters
• crisp packets/sweet wrappers
• black sacks/carrier bags
• polystyrene/bubble wrap/film plastic
• food waste
• garden waste
• textiles
• nappies
• light bulbs/panes of glass/drinking glasses/Pyrex
If your blue bin is full, we will take extra recycling on collection day as long
as it is placed alongside your blue bin in a cardboard box or clear sack.

Green bins – general waste
You can include everything that isn’t recyclable in your green bins, but should always
make the effort to use your blue bin where possible.
We will not take extra waste left beside your green bin in sacks unless
• You are a resident that is on sack collection
• You called to inform customer services that your green bin wasn’t collected –
up to five bags of extra waste will be accepted in this case.

Food waste bins
If you have chosen to take up a food waste collection, this will be taken every week
when placed alongside your bin for that week.
You can include:
• Raw and cooked fruit/vegetables/meat/fish • all dairy products such as cheese
• eggs and egg shells
• uneaten food/ leftovers
• tea bags/coffee grounds
• pet food
We won’t take:
• packaging
• plastic bags
• liquids/oils/ liquid fats

Brown bins – garden waste
For just £37 a year you can have a brown bin for garden waste recycling. Collected on
a fortnightly basis, you can recycle:
• grass/hedge/shrub clippings
• twigs and small branches
• cut flowers
We won’t take:
• soil/stones/gravel
• seed trays/flower pots
• kitchen/ food waste
• pet litter
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Recycling and refuse collection dates
If you are unsure of your collection week, go to
www.swale.gov.uk/my-collection-day and click the link ‘Next Bin
Collection’, or call Customer Services on 01795 417888.
Blue wheelie bin collection week

Green wheelie bin collection week

Don’t forget, food waste is collected weekly with both bins.

Week 1 collections

Week 2 collections

October 2018

October 2018

Mon Tue Wed Thur

Fri

Sat

Sun

Mon Tue Wed Thur

Fri

Sat

Sun

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

November 2018

November 2018

Mon Tue Wed Thur

Fri

Sat

Sun

Mon Tue Wed Thur

Fri

Sat

Sun

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

December 2018

December 2018

Mon Tue Wed Thur

Fri

Sat

Sun

1
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

Mon Tue Wed Thur

Fri

Sat

Sun

1
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

For collections during the Christmas period please refer to our website or local press.
If you are subscribed to our garden waste service you can check your collection
dates at www.swale.gov.uk/my-collection-day
In the event of severe weather, please leave your green/blue bin and food waste bin out
as per your normal collection schedule – we will get to you as soon as we can. Daily
updates will be available on our website: www.swale.gov.uk
Swale Borough Council
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80
19 streets deep

street name
signs replaced

cleaned
so far this year

13,439 tonnes
of recycling
collected

1,503 FPNs
handed out for
littering over the
last year

16
11 bus shelters
to be refurbished
or replaced

successful
fly tipping
prosecutions
over the last year

4 play areas
improved
over the last
12 months

£2 million
investment in
leisure centres
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70 new litter bins
installed across the
borough

Feature

New lease of life for leisure centres
Swallows Leisure Centre, Sheppey Pool and Sheppey Healthy Living Centre will be
getting a £2 million investment to make improvements.
Alongside the investment, the contract with Swale Community Leisure (SCL) – the trust
that manages the leisure centres, supported by Serco – was extended by another five
and a half years.
The improvements planned
include:
Swallows Leisure centre:
• New family fun zone, with
enhanced soft play
• Clip and climb/augmented
climbing wall
• Expanded gym, with 10 new
stations on new mezzanine floor
over the café
Swallows Leisure Centre, Sittingbourne
• Virtual spin studio, with healthy
lifestyle toning suite for mobility/postoperative managed exercise
Sheppey Pool and Sheppey Healthy Living Centre:
• New healthy lifestyle toning suite
• Virtual spinning studio
• Extended gym with equipment upgrades and approximately 12 new stations
Work is expected to begin later this year. Any changes to classes or closures will be
displayed in main reception areas, and publicised on the Swale Community Leisure
website: www.swaleleisure.com

Main photo: Sheppey Healthy Living Centre
Inset: Sheppey Pool

Swale Borough Council
S

@SwaleCouncil
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Feature

HEATING
Family run business for over 50 years

Sittingbourne

01795 473170
Boiler installations starting from

£1600 inc VAT
10 years parts and labour

warranty on selected boilers
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Swale set for second
Fusion Festival
Following its success last year, we are bringing back the Fusion Festival to Swale.
Organised in partnership with Cohesion Plus and Kent Equality Cohesion Council,
the colourful festival of light, music and art will take place on Friday 12 October
2018 in Sittingbourne.
The Fusion Festival was introduced to promote our shared values of tolerance,
understanding and respect that bind us together as communities. The aim of
the festival is to help showcase diversity in the borough and improve community
cohesion. This aim comes as reported hate crimes continue to be on the rise
in Swale. From October 2016 to September 2017, 1,040 reported crimes were
recorded, representing an increase of 407 incidences or 39% on the same period
last year, with Kent seeing an increase of 59% on last year.
This year, all schools in Swale have been invited to take part in art workshops,
where they will make brightly coloured lanterns while learning about diversity within
our community. These will then be used in a Lantern Parade through Sittingbourne
High Street; starting at Wilkinsons, the parade will end at Albany Recreation Ground
with a climactic free public firework display. There will also be a range of activities,
including an artistic light display, alongside the firework show so you can get
involved.
Cllr Nicholas Hampshire, deputy cabinet member for environment and rural affairs,
said: “It is great that we are able to bring back the Fusion Festival for a second year.
It is a fantastic opportunity for us to celebrate the cultural diversity of the borough
and bring together different communities to break down barriers.”

Drum group from
last year’s festival.
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Tips and tricks… and
maybe some treats!
Halloween is just around the corner, but this fun time of
year can sometimes be made scary by a few. The CSU
works closely with partner agencies to help cut down on
antisocial behaviour at Halloween.
“Unfortunately we typically see a rise in antisocial
behaviour around Halloween,” commented Cllr Alan
Horton, deputy leader and cabinet member for housing
and safer communities. “We’re pleased to be working
with Kent Police and KCC again this year to provide
additional foot patrols around the borough. They not
only deter antisocial behaviour, but act as a clear point of
contact for residents with concerns.”
If you’re concerned about opening the door to trick or
treaters, you can display a ‘No Trick or Treat’ poster in
your front window, which can be found on page 12. It
can also be downloaded from www.swale.gov.uk/notrick-or-treat or call 01795 417850 to request a copy.
We will again be setting up pumpkin recycling sites after
Halloween in a bid to reduce the amount of food waste
going to landfill. Pumpkins can also be left out next to
your black and orange food waste bin on your collection
day for collection. The pumpkin recycling sites will be
located at Central Avenue Car Park, Sittingbourne,
Rose Street Car Park, Sheerness and Central Car
Park, Faversham from Friday 26 October to Friday 9
November.

Staying safe this
bonfire night
It is also approaching the time of year to wrap up warm
and watch as fireworks light up the night’s sky.
To really enjoy Bonfire Night responsibly and safely, head
to www.visit-swale.co.uk/find-events to find your
nearest fireworks display.
But if you’re planning a display at home, remember to
follow the safety advice and make sure you know the
law by visiting: www.gov.uk/fireworks-the-law.
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Creating a safer community
The Swale Community Safety Unit (CSU) works with
representatives from Kent Police, Optivo, Kent County Council
(KCC) and Swale Safe to form the Community Safety Partnership
(CSP) to help make the borough safer for everyone.
Here you can find out more about the team and how they can help
you.
Vulnerable Adult Intervention Officer – works in the Swale
CSU. The officer supports vulnerable adults in the community,
particularly those with mental health conditions, to provide timely
and effective interventions. They work with partner agencies,
helping to provide a co-ordinated approach so vulnerable adults
receive the best and most appropriate level of service.
Youth Engagement Officers - support children and young
people both in and out of schools to build trust, confidence
and positive relationships. They are responsible for identifying
vulnerability and risk among children and young people through
intelligence gathering, information sharing, relationship building and
multi-agency working.
KCC Community Wardens – work between 7.30am and 10pm
every day in the community to tackle low-level crime and antisocial
behaviour. They’re a reassuring uniformed presence and fully
trained to the Community Safety Accreditation Scheme. They offer
advice on things including scams and doorstep criminals, and work
closely with Kent Police and other authorities.
Safeguarding Officer – is responsible for dealing with concerns
raised about the protection of at risk children and adults, through
supporting front-line staff and liaising with partner agencies. They’re
also responsible for training staff and provide support to officers in
monitoring contracts to ensure safeguarding across the council.
Community Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference
- The Community MARAC provides an effective multi-agency
response to support vulnerable people in Swale. MARAC focuses
on identifying and supporting
vulnerable adults within the community. KCC Adult Social Services
call: 03000 41 61 61
It provides early intervention support
to prevent isolation, mental health
email: social.services@kent.gov.uk
deterioration or becoming a victim of
KCC Children Social Services
crime or antisocial behaviour.

call: 03000 41 11 11
email: social.services@kent.gov.uk
For Out of Hours Social Services
call: 03000 41 91 91

Swale Borough Council
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Staying safe and
keeping clean
The Environment teams along with the
Swale Community Safety Unit (CSU)
have been working together to help not
only tackle community safety issues but also to
clean up the borough.
After initial walkabouts of selected areas, the
teams are able to identify issues including
littering, fly tipping, poor fire safety, antisocial
behaviour and crime. This is then useful to help
the teams to provide residents with advice on
a broad area of topics including illegal lending,
home fire safety, recycling, and employment.
Where appropriate, further enforcement
measures have been taken.
The last walk-round meant that Sittingbourne
town was able to get a major clean up. Fly
tipping was logged, investigated and cleared,
litter was picked, bins were collected and
emptied, roads were swept and areas needing
a deep clean or a bit of weeding were located.
It was a chance to see what was needed to
keep the area looking clean and to set high
standards that the streets should be kept to.

Give your garden room to bloom
You do the pruning; we’ll do the rest

Only

£r3y7ear

pe

 Easy

Great Value

Convenient
 No more trips to the tip!
To find out more or to order your
brown bin, visit:

swale.gov.uk/brown-bingarden-waste
or call 01795 417888
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Proudly delivering for you
Every day staff here at the council, and at our
partner organisations, work their hardest to
provide you with the best possible services, and
to ensure that we keep delivering for you. That’s
why every year we like to recognise those people
who go above and beyond. We call these people
our Swale Stars.
Once a year we thank the people or teams that
have gone out of their way to get the job done.
That can range from helping to ensure the council
runs smoothly, helping members of the public,
or helping run a project that has seen significant
change in the borough.
We are always keen to hear if residents from
around the borough have had a positive
experience with one of our members of staff. You
can provide feedback to us through our website
by visiting:
www.swale.gov.uk/compliments-and-complaints

Digital hearing
technology on
your door step
Free hearing tests
Home visiting service
Friendly personal attention
30 day money back guarantee
Special offers for over 50’s readers

Why settle for anything less?

Call: 01795 511195
for a no obligation appointment.
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

Your
advertisement
here
will reach almost
60,000 households
in Swale!
Inside Swale is a great way to
advertise your business in Swale
and it offers brilliant value for money
against other forms of media.
To find out just how good it is, and
receive a media pack email

InsideSwale@swale.gov.uk
you won’t be disapointed!

Swale Borough Council
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LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING DIFFERENT?
Swale Community Leisure advert

WITH 80+ CLASSES
EVERY WEEK, WE’VE
GOT A CLASS FOR YOU!
Sign up for a 7 DAY FREE TRIAL
Download the free
app
Book classes, earn rewards & more!
moreﬁtness

Sheppey Leisure Complex
Off the Broadway, Sheerness,
Kent, ME12 1HH
Tel: 01795 668652

Swallows Leisure Centre
Central Avenue, Sittingbourne,
Kent, ME10 4NT
Tel: 01795 420420

www.swaleleisure.com
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Website testers wanted!
We’ve been undertaking a
major project to completely
overhaul our website,
something that we have
mentioned in previous issues
of Inside Swale.
We are working towards a
website that will be easy
to use and will work for
everyone. Since some initial
user testing by residents
earlier this year, we’ve been
incorporating the feedback into our design.
To make sure the new design works for local people, we are looking for more
volunteers to carry out further website testing ahead of the launch of the new userfriendly website.
If you’d like to help us make sure the website works for residents, you can register
your interest in volunteering as a tester now. Just email icanhelp@swale.gov.uk and
we’ll be in touch with details of the testing sessions.

Do you need
Debt or Money
Advice
,I\RXZRXOGEHQHÀWIURPIUHHKLJKTXDOLW\
DQGDFFUHGLWHGGHEWDGYLFH
Contact us by email or request a call back via our website
citizensadviceswale.uk/debt
TEXT your name and telephone number to 07596 836138
We will call you back
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority FRN: 617533
Registered Charity Number 1103010

Swale Borough Council
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Your councillors
Conservative
Labour

Independent

Hartlip, Newington & Upchurch
Gerry Lewin
01634 366113
cllrlewin@swale.gov.uk

The Swale Group

John Wright
01795 842852
johnwright@swale.gov.uk

Homewood

Abbey
Bryan Mulhern

Alan Horton

01795 538498
bryanmulhern@swale.gov.uk

07447 925760
alanhorton@swale.gov.uk

Anita Walker

Roger Truelove

01795 531192
anitajwalker@yahoo.co.uk

01795 425445
rtruelove12@gmail.com

Bobbing, Iwade & Lower Halstow

Kemsley

Duncan Dewar-Whalley

Mike Dendor

01795 417301 or 07889 808871
duncandewar-whalley@swale.gov.uk

07733 937102
mikedendor@swale.gov.uk

Ben Stokes

Sue Gent
01795 430768
suegent@swale.gov.uk

01795 476979
benstokes@swale.gov.uk

Borden & Grove Park
Mike Baldock

Milton Regis
Roger Clark

01795 471139
mikebaldock@swale.gov.uk

01795 430324
clark.rmiltonregis@gmail.com

Nicholas Hampshire

Tony Winckless
01795 425987
tonywinckless@swale.gov.uk

01795 477560 (eve) or 07739 108756
nicholashampshire@swale.gov.uk

Boughton & Courtenay
George Bobbin

Minster Cliffs
Andy Booth

01227 751388
george.bobbin@btinternet.com

01795 880444 or 07912 464213
andybooth@swale.gov.uk

Andrew Bowles

Adrian Crowther

01227 752840 or 07778 629879
councilleader@swale.gov.uk

01795 874418

Ken Pugh

Chalkwell
Ghlin Whelan
01795 475629
ghlinmwhelan@gmail.com

East Downs
Colin Prescott
01795 590054
colinprescott@swale.gov.uk

01795 871388
kenpugh@uwclub.net

Murston
James Hall
01795 430534
jameshall@swale.gov.uk

Samuel Koffie-Williams
07539 103459 or 07484 274235
samuelkwilliams@swale.gov.uk
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Sheppey East

Priory

Lynd Taylor

Mike Henderson

01795 510920 or 07904 994111
lyndtaylor@swale.gov.uk

07900 265337
mikeshenderson@outlook.com

Padmini Nissanga

Queenborough & Halfway

01795 880980 or 07500 863623
mininissanga@swale.gov.uk

Cameron Beart
07592 108351
cameronbeart@swale.gov.uk

St Ann’s
Mike Cosgrove

Richard Darby

01795 591790
cllrcosgrove@swale.gov.uk

01795 227592
rdarbypax@aol.com

Nigel Kay

Peter Marchington
01795 661960 or 07767 607456
petermarchington@hotmail.co.uk

Roman

01795 531298 or 07710 487129
nigelkay@swale.gov.uk

Teynham & Lynsted
Lloyd Bowen

Sarah Aldridge

01795 522357
lloydbowen@swale.gov.uk

01795 599272 or 07479 609550
sarahaldridge@swale.gov.uk

Mike Whiting

Paul Fleming

01795 842631
mikewhiting@swale.gov.uk

07470 233886
paulfleming@swale.gov.uk

The Meads
James Hunt

Sheerness

01795 417830 or 07788 101228
jameshunt@swale.gov.uk

Mark Ellen
01795 667027
cllr.markellen@yahoo.co.uk

Watling

Mick Galvin

David Simmons

01795 666903
mickgalvin@swale.gov.uk

01795 532100
davidsimmons@swale.gov.uk

Angela Harrison

Ted Wilcox

01795 665029
angelaharrison@swale.gov.uk

01795 533004 or 07711 476769
tedwilcox@swale.gov.uk

West Downs
Monique Bonney

Sheppey Central
Tina Booth
01795 880444 (eve) or 07921 394306
tinabooth@swale.gov.uk

07973 443527
montybon1@aol.com

Woodstock
Derek Conway

June Garrad
01795 227592
jvgarrad@aol.com

01795 424865 or 07789 072677
derekconway@swale.gov.uk

Ken Ingleton
01795 873709 or 07973 303384
kjingleton@aol.com

George Samuel
07986 221966
gdsamuel1@aol.com

Swale Borough Council
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You can RECYCLE all of
these plastic items from
around your home

d
e
t
n
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w
g
n
i
l
c
y
for rec

Don’t forget if your blue bin is full you can always put side waste
out in empty cardboard boxes or clear sacks – please remember
NO BLACK SACKS

If in doubt put it in your green bin
For more information:

www.swale.gov.uk/blue-bin-recycling or call 01795 417888

