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You'll remember me when the west wind moves
Upon the fields of barley — sting

Recent research conducted by The Prince’s Countryside Fund for National Countryside
Week (from July 14 to 16) reveals that a significant number of people undervalue the
contribution and worth of the British countryside.

Rural and “opportunity” are words not often associated together, but with 5.5 million
people employed in the rural economy, and domestic food and drink contributing £22
billion to the UK economy, The Prince’s Countryside Fund says it's time to rethink how
we view the value of the countryside.

Britain is more reliant on food imports than at any stage over the last 40 years. Official
statistics on Britain’s self-sufficiency—the measure of how much food eaten in Britain is
grown here - is just 58.9 per cent.

It comes as an increasing number of sheep and dairy farmers have abandoned the
industry in recent years, with 60,000 new entrants needed to enter farming in the next
decade to keep the industry at a similar level as it is today.

The Prince’s Countryside Fund, which has given over £3.8 million in grants in the four
years since its inception, was set up by HRH The Prince of Wales to provide support
to the multitude of remarkable organisations and individuals working tirelessly to keep
farmers farming and our rural communities alive.

To find out more about the Princes Countryside Fund, visit their website www.
princescountrysidefund.org.uk

Original article from The Smallholder — www.swallholder.co.uk



Road accidents involving farm machinery
& increase by about 60% at harvest time, new
¥ figures show.

i As harvest gets under way, rural insurer

t NFU Mutual is urging motorists to take care
on rural roads and resist overtaking farm
vehicles to avoid accidents. Rural roads

& are generally three times more dangerous

® than urban roads, according to research by
| Roadsafe.com

But this risk is increased further during
harvest time when tractors are more active on roads and often travelling at lower
speeds, turning in and out of fields. Last year, NFU Mutual dealt with 1,200 claims
from July to September relating to road accidents involving farm machinery, with the
most common type of accident involving a tractor or tractor and trailer turning right
across a road into a field and colliding with a car or van driver who is overtaking a line
of traffic in front.

NFU Mutual motor insurance specialist Victoria Walton said: “On average we see a
60% increase in third-party accidents involving tractors during harvest time compared
to other months of the year. Accidents often occur when tractors slow down before
turning right and impatient drivers try to overtake without realising the tractor is about
to move across the road, or that another car is coming towards them. Our claims data
reveals that one-third of serious accidents involved one party turning right.”

Six tips to prevent road accidents during harvest

* Ensure tractor lights and flashing beacons are switched on and working

* Place indicator lights on top of tractor cab and trailer tailgate

* Clean residue off lights and check daily

* Make sure drivers, especially casuals, are aware of road risks

» Ensure tractor’s mirrors are correctly set up and clean

» Consider putting a sign on roadside verge 200 yards before field — “Caution
tractors turning right”

Original Article from Farmers Weekly — www.fwi.co.uk

@ Farmers Weekly have reported recently about an American
farmer who lost his phone and was reunited with it - via
¥ Japan nine months later.

The phone, containing beloved photos of his family, was
& dropped by the Oklahoma farmer into a grain bin while he
¥ was working last October.

The phone disappeared into the grain store and from there
was loaded with the grain into a truck and off to a grain
facility in another part of Oklahoma. From there, it sailed
down the Arkansas River in a barge and was then shipped to Japan among with 2m
bushels of grain sorghum.

Then at the beginning of July, the farmer received a phone call from a kindly grain
worker in Japan who had found the phone and wanted to return it to him and, finally,
phone and farmer were reunited.

So Farmers Weekly are looking to find some more farm phone stories, be it strange,
hilarious or heart-warming. You can comment on the bottom of the original article
(http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/07/07/2014/145421/amazing-and-heart-warming-story-
of-a-farmer39s-lost.htm) or you can tweet your story to @farmersweekly.



- With the abundance of food and drink produced in the

' borough, August will be a bumper month for various
festivals and celebrations showcasing the wonderful
produce grown here in Swale. If you want to see what’s on
near you, don’t forget to check out www.visit-swale.co.uk/
whats-on for full event listings.

Central Government has issued

its latest quarterly rural economic
report. The bulletin is a ‘dashboard’
of indicators presenting a range

of statistics, designed to provide
evidence of the effects of the
economic changes in rural areas.

This latest report gives an overview
of the modest upturn in the UK’s rural
areas from January to March 2014.

Whilst access to similar data at the more local level, to reflect the position in rural
Swale can be limited, we will look to bring some of what is available to future
bulletins. As a ‘starter for 10’ the graph below shows the relative position in rural and
urban Swale in terms of the numbers of people claiming jobseekers allowance.
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Food & Rural Affairs | (Quarter 1)

Rural house prices up in O1

{average sale phce of properbes)

Rural areas: £266, 500 (0.3% hegher than in O4)
Urban areas: £252 100 (1.8% higher than in O4)

s  Rural claimant count unchanged in O
(% of working age population claming
unempioyment benefits)

Rural areas: 1.4% (the same as n Od)
Urban areas: 3 2% (down from 3.3% in O4)

Rural business insolvencies unchanged in Q1

(insolvencies per 1,000 busnessas)

Rural areas: 0.7 (the same as in O4)
Urban areas: 0.8 (the same as in O4)

House prices (annual change)
Average house prices, 012013 & Q12014
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Between Q172013 and Q12014 the average rural
house sale price increased by 4 3%, he average
wban house sale price increased by 5 3%.

Average house prices, 012007 to Q12014
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=  Average pnces in rural hamiels and rural vilages have
been consistently above e average found n urban
areas (by 45% and 20% in Q12014 respactively).

=  Since 2009, average house prices in rural fown & Minpe
areas have baen lower than the average lound in urban
aneas (and were lower by 11% in Q1/2014)
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Economic activity (annual change)
Economic activity, 012013 & Q12014
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« In QU014 those employed as percentage of people
aged 16 & over in rural areas was 50 3%, an increase on
Q12013, whilst in urban areas i had increased 1o 58.6%.

s The unemployment rate’ in rural areas decreased by

06 percentage points to 42% 3.1 percentage ponts
lower than in urban areas

= The inactivity rate (nol in employment or unempioyed)
in nwral areas decreassd by 06 percentage poirts 10
381 bedtwesn Q12013 and Q12014 and 18 2.4
percentage points higher than in Whan arsas.

= Wihin nactraty, the retirement rate decreased by 06

percentage ponts in rural areas, to 26 1%, whereas in
urban areas @ increased 1019 2% of people
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Claimant count jannual change)

Claimant count as % of working age population,
012013 & 0172014

«  Between 012013 and Q172014, the percentage of the
working age population claiming unemployment-
relaled benefits decreased by 06 percéntape points
inmural areas and by 10 percentage ponits in whban
areas

Claimant count (pecple claiming unemployment -related
benefits) as % of working age population,
Q12007 1o Q12074
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* In Q12014 16,000 people Iving N rural areas were
mmwm 7000 fewer than a year earfer

= The redundancy rate in rural areas decreased from
6.0 redundancies per 1,000 workers in Q12013 0 43
in G1/2014, whilst the redundancy rate in uban areas
decreased from 58 to 5.2

Redundancies in each industry, 012014

Redundancy rate pei 1,000 employees, 012007
w0 Q12014
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Business insolvencies per 1,000 businesses,
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= In 012014 the insolvencies rate per 1,000
businesses remaned unchanged in both rural and
urban areas compared with 042013

Insolvencies rate per 1,000 businesses (smoothed
Quarterty average), Q12007 to Q172014
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